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Women
in fundamental
research

Sponsorship Opportunities
• Promote your brand and mission to a diverse and global audience
• Advocate for gender diversity and inclusion in STEM to clients and colleagues
• Offer inspiring content to your guests
• Support freedom of research and international scientific collaboration

F r i e n d s of I H ES , I n c
Greeley Square Station, 4 East 27th St., PO Box 20163
New York, NY 10001

Find us online:
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WHO ARE WE?
Founded in 1958, Institut des Hautes Études Scientifiques (IHES) is
a private, nonprofit advanced research institute in mathematics,
theoretical physics and all related sciences.
More than a research institute, IHES is a community whose heart is in
Bures‑sur‑Yvette, a small town outside of Paris, France, but whose reach and
influence span the globe. Some of the most creative minds of the twentieth
and twenty‑first centuries have called IHES their intellectual home – some for
the main part of their career and others visiting for weeks or months at a time.
IHES fosters an open, supportive environment where scientists are free to
explore their research without restrictions. While IHES’ visitors represent 60
countries over the past 10 years, it is the research that takes precedence over
nationality and unites them into communities with their own ways of thinking,
bringing new insights to life with the potential to change their scientific fields
forever.
IHES is one of very few places in the world with this high level of excellence. Today,
IHES welcomes a vibrant scientific community of about 200 visiting researchers
per year, anchored by Permanent Professors who are appointed for life.
The Institute is a founding member of Paris-Saclay University, recently ranked
14th best university globally by the Academic Ranking of World Universities, as
well as 1st in mathematics, and 9th in physics.

“IHES is really at the core of basic research and mathematics and physics worldwide. It is an integral part of world
history and I feel privileged to be associated with it.” Michael R. Douglas, President and Chairman of Friends of IHES

IHES CORE VALUES
Freedom and Independence in research
Scientists are completely free to pursue their research without
administrative constraints or teaching duties.
Courage to take risks
IHES identifies and nurtures exceptional talent, investing in early
career scientists with great promise and potential.
Collaboration
IHES encourages discussion and collaboration between researchers
and Permanent Professors. The Institute’s intellectual life is invigorated
by a program of seminars and conferences, attracting scientists
from around the world.
Intellectual curiosity and ambition
IHES provides a long‑term supportive environment for high level
fundamental research, which often takes years to develop.
Pure mathematics, for how abstract it may seem, is at the very heart of sophisticated technologies that are now an essential
part of our everyday lives: the cryptography that secures our payments and messages, the GPS, as well as the complex statistical
models used to predict the behavior of financial markets have all been born of fundamental research.

“Applications of science are very important but it is basic science that makes those applications possible.”
Jim Simons, Co‑founder of the Simons Foundation, key sponsor of IHES
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FRIENDS OF IHES
Since 1999, Friends of IHES has represented the Institute’s vision and philosophy in the United States.
A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, Friends of IHES shares the scientific experiences and breakthrough insights with the
generous community of supporters who help IHES to thrive. Friends of IHES promotes international scientific conversations
and nurtures the important relationship between France and the United States, two key pillars in the mathematical
community. Financial support from Friends of IHES is essential to guarantee the freedom of research and excellence for
which IHES is known.

PREVIOUS GALAS AT A GLANCE
Between 2012 and 2019, Friends of IHES, Inc. has organized 6 galas in NYC around mathematical and scientific
themes.
Our galas are a unique mix of science and entertainment, combining inspiring presentations and the joy of sharing a moment
together. They attract guests of all sorts – innovators, hedge fund managers, researchers, scientists, and mathematicians.
Held under the patronage of the French Embassy in the US, a Friends of IHES gala features luminaries from around the world
and a rare level of conversation.

2012: Beauty and Mathematics

2013: Mathematics Mind of the Earth

Location: Consulate of France in New York
Featuring Guest of Honor Jim Simons

Location: Pierre Hotel
Featuring Guest Speakers Kenneth Golden and Jean‑Louis Etienne

2014: Across Universes:
Math & Physics Exploring Space

2015: Math and Games of Chance

Location: Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum
Featuring Guest Speakers Charles Simonyi and Thibault Damour

2017: Breaking Boundaries:
The Adventure of Artificial Intelligence
Location: Stanley H. Kaplan Penthouse, Lincoln Center
Featuring Guest Speakers Yann LeCun and Jennifer Chayes

Location: Pierre Hotel
Featuring Guest Speakers Baroness Ingrid Daubechies and
Richard Garriott de Cayeux

2019: Game Theory: The Science of Strategy
Location: Harvard Club
Featuring Guest Speakers Costantinos Daskalakis and Neil Chriss
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Yann LeCun, Guest speaker in 2017, VP and
chief AI scientist, Facebook, member of the
National Academy of Engineering

Laetitia Garriott de Cayeux, Master of
Ceremony in 2017, entrepreneur and CEO
of Global Space Ventures

Mike Douglas, President & Chairman of
the Friends of IHES, with Emmanuel Ullmo,
Director of IHES

Jennifer Tour Chayes, Guest speaker in 2017,
UC Berkeley Associate Provost for the Division of
Computing, Data Science and Society, formerly
Technical Fellow and Managing Director at
Microsoft Research New England

Baroness Ingrid Daubechies, guest speaker
in 2015, Mathematician, lecturer at IHES,
1st female full professor of mathematics at
Princeton, 1st woman to receive the National
Academy of Sciences Award in Mathematics

Minh-Ha Pham, now Counsellor for Science
and Technology at French Embassy in the
UK, represented the French Embassy in the
US in 2014, 2015 and 2017

Neil Chriss, Guest speaker in 2019,
Mathematician, hedge fund manager,
philanthropist and founding board member of
“Math for America”

Sylvia Nasar, Master of Ceremony in 2019,
journalist, known for her biography of John
Forbes Nash Jr., A Beautiful Mind

Marwan Lahoud, President of ACE
Management and President of IHES

YOUR IMPACT
Your sponsorship will contribute to the Institute’s mission of advancing fundamental research
while also deepening your own corporate responsibility strategy. It will directly support the
scientific activity of IHES, financing researchers from around the globe, and more particularly
from the US ‑ where our largest population of visiting professors reside. It is also an opportunity
to promote gender diversity and inclusion in STEM professions.

“IHES is one of the world’s most outstanding research institutes. There are good
places to support and there are great places to support and I think that IHES is
on the short list of great.”
Marilyn Simons, Co‑founder of the Simons Foundation
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2021 GUEST OF HONOR: MARILYN SIMONS

Dr. Marilyn Hawrys Simons received a B.A. and Ph.D. in Economics from SUNY, Stony Brook. She has
volunteered in the non-profit sector for the last thirty years. In 1994, she co-funded the Simons Foundation
together with her husband, Jim Simons, and has served as its President since. The Simons Foundation funds
research and educational programs in mathematics, physics and life sciences, in the United States and across
the world. Both through the Simons Foundation and at a personal level, Marilyn Simons has supported
programs promoting an increased diversity and improved equity in science and economics.
In 2013, she was awarded the Carnegie Medal for Philanthropy, for her extraordinary and pre-eminent role
in philanthropy. Marilyn is involved in various education initiatives and serves as a board member for many
prestigious scientific institutions, including the American National Museum of Mathematics.
Through the Simons Foundation, Marilyn Simons has played an essential role in supporting the IHES’
ambition to develop greater financial independence. In 1998 the Simons Foundation made the very first
gift to the Institute’s endowment and has ever since promoted the Institute’s advancement through
generous challenge gifts as well as unrestricted donations. Over the course of two decades, the Simons
Foundation has given more than $25 million to both specific projects, such as the building of the
conference center that carries the names of Marilyn and Jim Simons, and to the Institute’s endowment, for
example for the creation of the Simons Foundation Biology Fund at IHES.
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THE 2021 FRIENDS OF IHES GALA
Women in Fundamental Research
November 16, 2021

Important strides have been made in the field of women’s empowerment but women still remain largely
underrepresented in science and mathematics, both of which are male-dominated sectors. Much more must
be done to ensure that female mathematicians and scientists are equally represented, not least at IHES, where
2021 marks the arrival of Laure Saint Raymond as the first female permanent professor.

Through this gala event, IHES hopes to begin a dialogue as to how we can
improve and foster a better representation of women at the Institute.
During this event, we will celebrate women at IHES as well as prominent
women in tech, finance and science. While paying homage to their
achievements, we will learn from their experiences and insight as to how
to make the technology, science and business sectors more inclusive.
This year’s gala honoree will be Marilyn Simons, the co-founder of the
Simons Foundation (1994-2021), which exists to advance the frontiers of
research in mathematics and the basic sciences. Through her extraordinary
commitment as a philanthropist and as President of the Simons Foundation,
Marilyn Simons has contributed immensely to the development of science
and technology over the past 25 years.
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The Association for Women in Mathematics (AWM), which is celebrating its
50th anniversary this year, is excited to be associated with the gala.

Laure Saint-Raymond has been a professor of mathematics at École Normale Supérieure
in Lyon since 2016. She will join IHES as a permanent professor in September 2021.
Her work focuses mainly on the asymptotic analysis of systems of partial differential
equations, in particular those governing the dynamics of gases, plasmas or fluids.
She is known for her fundamental contributions to Hilbert’s sixth problem on the
axiomatization of mechanics, one of the 23 problems proposed by David Hilbert at the
1900 International Congress of Mathematics, which has yet to be solved.

©

Among the numerous awards she has received for her important contributions are: the
European Mathematical Society Prize in 2008, the Ruth Lyttle Satter Prize of the American
Mathematical Society in 2009, the Irène Joliot-Curie “Young Female Scientist” prize from the French
Academy of Sciences and the French Ministry of Higher Education and Research in 2011, as well as the “Annales de l’Institut
Henri Poincaré C” prize in 2011, and the Fermat Prize from the Midi-Pyrénées region in 2015. In 2019, she was awarded
the title of Chevalier of the French Legion of Honor and in 2020 she was awarded the Bôcher Prize by the American
Mathematical Society.
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COMBINING THE BEST OF A VIRTUAL AND
IN‑PERSON EXPERIENCE
The 2021 edition of the Friends of IHES gala will take a hybrid format, in respect to the ongoing
health restrictions. If the health context allows, we will thus offer an exclusive in‑person
component, combined with a virtual event, which will feature pre-recorded footage as well as
live speeches.
A far-reaching event with unprecedented visibility
The virtual format of this gala gives you the ability to reach beyond NYC and invite guests from other
parts of the US and the world. It will not only be broadcasted live, but recordings will be shared and made
available after the gala, thus overcoming the visibility restrictions associated with in‑person events.

A long‑lasting mark: participate in the Female Leaders video
series alongside Christine Lagarde
In honor of this event, Friends of IHES will be producing a video series
composed of testimonials and footage from some of the most prominent
personalities in science, business and technology. Highlights will be shown
during the virtual gala, while complete interviews will be shared and
promoted online before and/or after the gala to continue raising awareness
on gender equality and inclusion issues. President of the European Central
Bank Christine Lagarde will be our first testimonial featured in this series.
As a sponsors of Friends of IHES gala, you may be acknowledged in the
credits of this video series and you may also nominate a female figure
to contribute a testimonial. All nominations must first be approved by
Friends of IHES.
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ONE GALA,
THREE TYPES OF EXPERIENCE

VIP SPONSORSHIP EXPERIENCE
(if health restrictions allow)
If health restrictions allow, in-person participation will be reserved to a limited number of guests. Those
who purchase a VIP Sponsorship Experience will have the opportunity to mingle with keynote speakers
including Marilyn Simons, Master of Ceremonies Gioia De Cari, other notable guests and scientists. The
full in-person experience will include a cocktail hour and three‑course dinner, as guests will enjoy the
benefits of meaningful encounters and casual conversations that are born spontaneously over a glass of
wine or around a shared table.
Should you or your guests prefer to attend the gala virtually, we are happy to send a complementary
VIP gift box to enjoy while watching from home.

GALA FRIEND EXPERIENCE
(with ticket)
Those who purchase a Gala Friend Experience will receive a single seat at the in-person gala event.
Guests will enjoy a cocktail hour and three-course dinner with notable guests and renowned scientists
and mathematicians.
Should you or your guests prefer to attend the gala virtually, you will receive a special gift box,
bringing a personal touch to this experience.

VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE
(without ticket)
In an effort to reach an even wider audience, this year the Friends of IHES gala will offer a free
component. Those who wish to watch the live broadcast of the event are invited to do so.
Recordings will be shared through the gala website and the IHES social networks,
and will be available for replay after the event.
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SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES
Guaranteed number of seats to be adjusted should health restrictions be imposed (i.e. 50% capacity reduces number of seats allotted by
half). Should you wish to forgo the in-person component, you may attend the gala virtually and receive a complementary VIP gift box to
enjoy while watching from home (shipping possible only in the US).

$150,000 - Premier Package

$100,000 - Platinum Package

• Possibility to select a speaker, in agreement with Friends of IHES
• Possibility to select a featured speaker in the Female Leaders
video series in agreement with Friends of IHES
• Logo and acknowledgement in the Female Leaders video series
• 3 premier tables for 10 guests
• A renowned scientist at each table
• Special recognition during event
• Double full‑page advertisement in Gala program
• Mention on event press release
• Logo and acknowledgment in formal invitations
• Company logo with a link to your website on Gala website

• Possibility to select a featured speaker in the Female Leaders
video series in agreement with Friends of IHES
• Logo and acknowledgement in the Female Leaders video series
• 2 premier tables for 10 guests
• A renowned scientist at each table
• Special recognition during event
• Double full-page advertisement in Gala program
• Mention on event press release
• Logo and acknowledgment in formal invitations
• Company logo with a link to your website on Gala website

$50,000 - Gold Package

$25,000 - Silver Package

• Logo and acknowledgement in the Female Leaders video series
• 2 premium tables for 10 guests
• A renowned scientist at each table
• Special recognition during event
• Full‑page advertisement in Gala program
• Mention on event press release
• Logo and acknowledgment in formal invitations
• Company logo with a link to your website on Gala website

$15,000 - Bronze Package
• 1 preferred table for 10 guests
• A renowned scientist at each table
• Full-page advertisement in Gala program
• Logo and acknowledgment in formal invitations and Gala website

• 1 premium table for 10 guests
• A renowned scientist at each table
• Special recognition during event
• Full-page advertisement in Gala program
• Mention on event press release
• Logo and acknowledgment in formal invitations
• Company logo with a link to your website on Gala website

$10,000 - Copper Package
• 1 table for 10 guests
• A renowned scientist at each table
• Half-page advertisement in Gala program
• Logo and acknowledgment in formal invitations and Gala website

$1,000 - Gala Friend Experience
• 1 preferred seat (in-person) or 1 gift box (virtual)
• Friend listing in Gala program

*The virtual component of the gala will be broadcasted online to a wide audience. Recordings will be shared and made available on
gala website and on the IHES social networks.

FRIENDS OF IHES GALA - Sponsorship Commitment
New York, NY
Registration Form
Please print sponsor name exactly as you wish to be listed on promotional materials*.
Sponsor/Company Name:____________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name:___________________________________________ Title:_____________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________Email: _____________________________________
SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
[ ] Premier Package: $150,000
[ ] Silver Package: $25,000
[ ] Gala Friend Experience: $1,000

[ ] Platinum Package: $100,000
[ ] Bronze Package: $15,000

[ ] Gold Package: $50,000
[ ] Copper Package: $10,000

Please email the names of your guests to info@ihesgala.org
AD IN THE GALA PROGRAM:
[ ] Inside cover: $5,000

[ ] Full page: $2,500

[ ] Half page: $1,000

PAYMENT OPTIONS
c My check is enclosed for $__________________, made payable to Friends of IHES
c Please charge my credit card. Circle one: Visa / Mastercard / Amex / Discover
Card #:____________________________________________ CVC:________________________
Exp. Date: ________/_______
__________________________________		
Please print name as it appears on card			

_________________________________
Cardholder signature

Please return form to: Friends of IHES - Greeley Square Station, 4 East 27th St. - PO Box 20163 - New York, NY 10001
You may also purchase tables and tickets or make a contribution online: www.ihesgala.org
TAX AND CONTACT INFORMATION
Friends of IHES is a public charity under Section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) of the Internal Revenue Code and exempt from Federal Tax under section
501(c)(3). Contributions to the Friends of IHES gala are tax-deductible as allowed by law, except for the non-deductible portion of each ticket.

For questions or more information, please contact info@ihesgala.org
*All promotional benefits subject to sponsor commitment prior to production.

